1. Membership structure

Ordinary Members: 

Edge Cities partners within the EU countries or within the EU accession member countries will be seen as the core members of the Edge Cities Network. The Partners will strive to identify further members from the edge of major capitals of EU Member States not yet represented.  
Intermediate Members:

Before becoming a full member of the Edge Cities Network the candidate municipality will be invited to participate in 1-2 ordinary Edge Cities meetings. 

International Observers:

Observers can be nominated from towns and cities situated on the edge of main international capitals on other continents. 

1.2 Criteria for identification and acceptance of new members
Following criteria exist for becoming a member of the Edge Cities Network: 

· Located as an edge of a major capital city in a EU country or in a EU accession country. 

· Status and identity not as a suburb but as a political and administrative entity of its own. 

· Key edge city characteristics – such as experiencing a number of economic and social challenges resulting from close proximity to the capital city. 

· Identified synergy with the core issues and priorities of the Edge Cities Network. 

· Added value to the Network brought by the new member.
1.3. Procedure for selection

Following procedure is followed when becoming a new member of the Edge Cities Network:

· New Members will in general be identified and recommended by other existing Edge City Partners. This may include sister or twin towns or other economic links that Partners have already developed (see also 1.2)

· The potential new Member will be invited to an Edge Cities Meeting as an observer and will be asked to make a presentation to the Steering Group. This presentation should address the core Edge Cities Network criteria (as identified above) and state why the wish to join the Network

· The Steering Group must make a unanimous decision on new Members

· The President will then write to the new Member on behalf of the Network to invite them to join the Network 

· The new member will sign the Statement of Collaboration

1.4. Termination of membership 

Membership of Edge Cities Network may be terminated by:

· voluntary withdrawal at any time,

expulsion on serious professional grounds, or failure to pay annual subscriptions. After a first protest the partner to be expelled will be allowed to make representations

